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RIC WRESTLING AIMS FOR NATIONAL TITLE

By Geowrey Racomo
ANCHORCONTRIBLITOR

As Kevin Sutherland springs
from the mat, sweal pouring
down his face, it is just the
start of what Sutherland hopes
will be a season of redemption
after a dream season was ended
early in a Division 111 MNational

Championship Tournament
loss.
Sutherland and the

2010-2011 Rhode Island Col-
lege men's wrestling team
looks to continue a tradition of
excellence. Once again, the An-
chormen will be guided by head
coach Jay Jones, who enters his
1lth season at the helm. Jones
has set the standard for Division
III wrestling programs across
the nation with his success.

“This season we are focus-
ing on significant individual
coaching as well as managing
our bodies to remain healthy.
Last vear we sort of died off
at the end, but we are taking
steps to ensure that our guys
are healthy for February,” said
Jones.

Having won their first nine

ed on a low note with a seventh
place finish at the New England
Wrestling Association (NEWA)
conference tournament. How-
ever, what was once a young
team comprised of mainly
freshmen and  sophomores
has mow matured into a team
consisting of mosily juniors and
seniors that are hunpry for a
national title.

Jones said “We try not to put
the pressure of winning right
away on the youmg guys, but
rather have them focus on the
academics while the veterans
fill in the starting roles.”

One concern for the team is
the upper-weight classes, where
they lost two seniors from last
season, including one All-New
England athlete due to injury.
However, Jones is confident in
the ability of his team’s young
faces to step into the big holes.

“It is a tale of two teams
really, in that we are very tough
and can compete with anyvone
in the first five to six weight
classes, but the next four are
mostly young and untested,”
Jones., “However, as a whole,
this team is very tough.”

will be filling the 184 pound
weight class as a  full-time
starter for the first time. Dean
has  compiled a successful
career thus far for the Anchor-
men, with ten wins last season

and a second place finish in the
NEWA Future’s Tournament.

Senior Brendan (Guarino will
continue his stead at the 165
pound weight class, where he
has been strong and consistent
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for the team for the past three
seasons. He was just one match
away from All-New England
honors last season.

Sophomore Devin Callahan
will step in at heavyweight for
the Anchormen. In 2009, Cal-
lahan was having a successful
sepson  until a knee injury
sidelined him for over a vear
Callahan looks to be solid as the
team’s heavyweight.

The wrestling team also
hopes to continue its tradition
of suceess off the mat as well.
Year after year the wrestlers
maintain a team GPA above
a 3.0 and in 2008 and 2009
they were among the top 23
academic teams in the country.

“Here at Rhode Island Col-
lege, we are student-athletes;
student coming first,”  said
Jones. “We thrive on our aca-
demic success and love the fact
that in this program we don’t
only build great athletes, but
great students and great men.”

The Anchormen take to the
mats for the first time on Mov.
13th at the Roger Williams In-
vitational, and make their home
debut on Dec. 10th against
Western New England College.
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Captain
BRANDON
GAUTHIER

Joining  Suther-
land as co-captain
this seasom is junior
Brandon Gauthier, who was fourth
in hiz conference last season in argu-
ably the most difficult weight class,
125 pounds. Gauthier believes that
this season the Anchormen will be a
national contender once again.

“Everyone has put in the time in
the off-season, and it's showing on
the mat; it’s a long season but we
hope we will be ready in the end,” he
said.

In support of the captains, the
wrestling team is also returning three
All-MNew England wrestlers in senior
Travis Drappi and juniors Michael
Trasso and Scott Legacy. Drappi is a
two-time All-New England grappler.
He won his first 19 matches last sea-
son, and won three tournament titles
for the Anchormen while ending the
season with a fifth place conference
finizh.

Trasso was a conference finalist in
his freshman year in 2009, and looks
to build off of his impressive record
and bring home a conference title
of his own. He was a finalist at the
Citruz Open last season, and finished
sixth in the conference.

In 2009, Legacy was fifth in the
conference at 133 pounds and al-
though he moved up to the 157 pound
weight class in 2010, he still did very
well and even earned his first tourna-
ment title at the Ursinus [nvitational.




